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Policy Framework

Rome Communiqué:
“We will ensure automatic recognition of academic 
qualifications and periods of study within the EHEA so that 
students, staff and graduates are able to move freely to 
study, teach and do research.”

EU Council:
By 2025 “automatic mutual recognition for the purpose of 
further learning without having to go through a separate 
recognition procedure”



Key prerequisites

 Qualifications Framework aligned with 
QF-EHEA/EQF

 Quality assurance aligned with European Standards 
and Guidelines (ESG)

 Efficient check of authenticity of documents

(Rome Communiqué and EU Council Recommendation)



DEQAR:
“quality at your fingertips”

➢ Launched in 2018, now:
87 015 reports on 3 564 HEIs

➢ Easy access to accreditation/ 
evaluation reports by EQAR-
registered agencies 

➢ Uploads by EQAR-registered 
agencies using API, CSV or
manual

➢ Fully open data, public API
available for integrations

 https://www.deqar.eu/

No reports 100%of HEIs in ETER/national list10%

https://www.deqar.eu/


Integration for
recognition

 For ENIC-NARICs or
HE institutions

 Automated lookup
of data via API

 Example:
CIMEA / Diplo.me

 Further DEQAR 
CONNECT pilots: France, 
Romania, Netherlands, 
Poland



European Digital Credentials (EDC) 
& European Blockchain Services 
Infrastructure (EBSI)

 EU initiatives for digital (education) credentials

 EDC: specific to education & skills

 EBSI: wider scope, all types of credentials

 Data model for both:
European Learning Model (ELM)

 Self-sovereign: personal data
controlled by user, no central
database or registry

 Authenticity ensured and
tamper-proof through
cryptographic signatures



Quality assurance and
digital credentials

issuer
= HEI

holder
= student

verifier
(e.g.other HEI,

employer)

issuer
= HEI

holder
= student

verifier
(e.g.other HEI,

employer)

“phoning home”



Quality assurance and
digital credentials

issuer
= HEI

holder
= student

verifier
(e.g.other HEI,

employer)

trust register
(EDC Accreditation

Database/EBSI Trusted
Issuers Register)

DEQAR



DEQAR integration with
EDC & EBSI

 Make use of existing QA arrangements
 Export all DEQAR data to EDC/EBSI
 Allow easy uptake by HE institutions with ESG-aligned QA

Example EDC Issuer & Verifier:



More on these topics?

 Peer-Learning Activities on Digital Tools in 
Recognition
 Input – 19 September 2023
 Throughput – 19 October 2023
 Output – 21 November 2023

 Organised online by CIMEA, Nuffic & EQAR 
within the TPG-LRC CoRE project



Thank you

Contact:

colin.tueck@eqar.eu

mailto:colin.tueck@eqar.eu
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