
TPG-LRC CoRE project
Peer Learning Activites on 

digital solutions for the recognition agenda -
Output phase

07.12.2023 Mirela Cacan & Marte Haugerud Moe



Recognition Schemes
• Recognition of foreign higher education (Bachelor, Master and PhD)

• Recognition of foreign post-secondary vocational education

• Recognition of foreign vocational education and training

• Recognition of teacher qualifications in school

• Recognition as head of kindergarten or educational supervisor in kindergarten

• High speed advisory service for employers and institutions

https://hkdir.no/en/foreign-education/education-from-outside-of-norway/recognition-of-foreign-higher-education-bachelor-master-and-phd
https://hkdir.no/en/foreign-education/education-from-outside-of-norway/recognition-of-foreign-tertiary-vocational-education
https://hkdir.no/en/foreign-education/education-from-outside-of-norway/recognition-of-foreign-vocational-education-and-training
https://hkdir.no/en/foreign-education/education-from-outside-of-norway/recognition-of-teacher-qualifications-in-school
https://hkdir.no/en/foreign-education/education-from-outside-of-norway/recognition-as-head-of-kindergarten-or-educational-supervisor-in-kindergarten


Case Handling System - eSam
• 2016: Recognition of higher education (EQF6-8)

• 2019: Recognition of post secondary vocational education
(EQF5)

• 2020: Recognition of vocational education and training
(EQF4)

• 2021: Recognition of professional qualifications*

* teacher, head of kindergarten, educational supervisor in kindergarten

Year No. of cases

2016-2017 9539

2018 7014
2019 7134
2020 7829
2021 9733
2022 9456
01.10.2023 12434



Some of our system functionalities:

• Precedence registry for vocational education and training

• Log in oportunities connected to national registries

• Message service



Export Channels

• Contact with national indstitutions such as police departments and the appeal boards:
• eFormidling - national digital mailbox for organizations in connection to the

Brønnøysund registry

• Decision letters to individual users:
• Secure digital mailbox - Digipost
• Applicant portal

• Decisions in high speed advisory services to institutions and employers:
• e-mail

https://samarbeid.digdir.no/digital-postkasse/english/147
https://www.brreg.no/en/
https://www.digipost.no/


Automatic Recognition



• Daily data transfers of recognized qualifications of foreign higher education to GAUS. The transfers do not only

include our results, but as well part of our assessments

• GAUS is database containing information on students who have studied abroad, accessible for employes in the

Norwegian sector of higher education

• Provides the users with information about other institutions' assessment and conclusions of credits and qualifications

obtained outside Norway

• Part of FS - a student information system (SIS)

• Handles huge amount of student data, secure login is provided through ID-porten

https://www.fellesstudentsystem.no/FS-produkt/gaus/gaus-eng.html
https://eid.difi.no/en/id-porten




• All recognition schemes report to Statistics Norway

• Reporting every second year (files securely delivered through

MOVEit)

• Recognized qualifications

• All qualifications are registered with minimum 3 digits of The

Norwegian Standard Classification of Education (NUS)

• NUS is a 6-digit code system that classifies educational activities

by level and field:

• 1st digit: Level

• 2nd digit: Broad field of education

• 2nd - 3rd digits: Narrow field of education

• 2nd - 4th digits: Detailed field of education

• 1st - 6th digits: Individual educational programme

https://www.ssb.no/en
https://www.ssb.no/en/utdanning/norwegian-standard-classification-of-education
https://www.ssb.no/en/utdanning/norwegian-standard-classification-of-education


• The Diploma Registry was developed in cooperation with

the Erasmus + Project EMREX (2017)

• By using the Diploma registry, students can collect their

results from higher education in Norway and share them

with potential employers, educational institutions and other

relevant recipients (encrypted transmissions)

• Results can be shared via a link, by downloading a digitally

signed PDF of by sharing results via an HR-system

• The Diploma registry:

• makes it easier for applicants to present their results

• makes it easy for employers and educational

institutions to receive results

• ensures that the shared information is valid

https://www.vitnemalsportalen.no/english/
https://emrex.eu/


• Goal to be able to share the results from our recogntion

schemes in the Diploma Registry

• Collaboration with The Norwegian Agency for Shared

Services in Education and Research (SIKT), who is the

provider of both GAUS and Diploma Registry

• The process has been delayed do to legal limitations,

technical challenges and the recent reorganization

process

• The Norwegian Directorate for Higher Education and

Skills administer a test system already providing results

to the Diploma Registry

• Norwegian language test

• Norwegian citizen test

• Test in social studies

https://sikt.no/en/home
https://sikt.no/en/home


Gathering experience through studies
• Over the last years we have conducted several studies in collaboration with

Norwegian research institutes:

➢ 2023 (Tertiary vocational education): En godkjenningsordning som kan bli

nyttig

➢ 2022 (Higher education): Godkjenning til gavn? Undersøkelse av

NOKUTs generelle godkjenningsordning for utenlandsk høyere utdanning

➢ 2021 (Vocational education and training): Godkjenningsordningen for

utenlandske fag- og svennebrev

• An overall challenge to make Norwegian employers aware of our recognition

schemes and thereby increase the utility/effect of these

• Take the results from these studies into account in future digitalisation processes

https://nifu.brage.unit.no/nifu-xmlui/handle/11250/3085363
https://nifu.brage.unit.no/nifu-xmlui/handle/11250/2992579
https://nifu.brage.unit.no/nifu-xmlui/handle/11250/2992579
https://www.fafo.no/zoo-publikasjoner/fafo-rapporter/godkjenningsordningen-for-utenlandske-fag-og-svennebrev


Thank you for your attention!

Mirela Cacan
Senior Adviser
Department of Recognition of Tertiary vocational education
Mirela.Cacan@hkdir.no

Marte H. Moe
Senior Adviser
Department of Recognition of Foreign Higher Education
Marte.Moe@hkdir.no

Funded by the European Union. Views and opinions expressed are however those of the author(s) only and 
do not necessarily reflect those of the European Union or the European Education and Culture Executive 
Agency (EACEA). Neither the European Union nor EACEA can be held responsible for them.
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